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playful sallies in any company where his broad "burly frame
appeared, and his own deep ringing laugh would soon be the
loudest there. But with this playfulness there was ever the
earnestness of a man who knew that he had a work to do
in this world which required of him his whole energy and
thought. He had no tolerance for pretence of any kind,
showing his impatience sometimes in a way which led those
who did not know him to form most mistaken judgments
regarding him. But they who enjoyed his acquaintance, and
felt the frank impulsiveness and downright honesty of all
that he did and said, will for many a year lament his loss,
for they never found in his craft a better workman nor in.
their own circles a truer friend.

This rather desultory retrospect of the geological topics
which occupied Murchispn's time and thoughts in his last
years, may perhaps suffice to bring before the reader their
somewhat miscellaneous character, as well as the tenacity
with which his opinions regarding them were held by the
geologist, and the vigorous style of defence and protest
which he used on their behalf. It may now be appropri-
ately closed by a reference to some of the later honours of
his life. On the 19th of February 1864 the Geological
Society awarded to him its Wollaston medal. At first it
may seem strange that this honour, which had been well
earned at least a quarter of a century back, should have
been so long deferred. But for the long period of two-and-
thirty years he had never ceased to be a member of the
Council of the Society, and, as such, could not receive the
medal. It was now the accident of his retirement from the
Council as one of its senior members that enabled the
Society to present him with its highest distinction. Three para-
